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President, who probably had the idea of organising a
great balance party which would wield the baton in the
future Cortes.

At the same time a military rebellion was being prepared
with its leaders in the Central General Staff of the Army.
To secure forces, the leaders of this projected rebellion
created the U.M.E. (the Spanish Military Union), an
organisation made up of Generals, Officers and N.C.O.s,
retired and on active service, A negotiator was appointed
in each of the General Staffs of the Army's divisions, and
it was their principal task to make out lists in which
appeared not only the members of the U.M.E., but also of
the U.M.R.A. (the Republican Anti-Fascist Union),
whose membership was much smaller than that of the
first.

With their keen intuitions the masses of the workers
realised the danger they were running and put pressure on
their leaders, who decided at last to form the Popular
Front, as a bloque determined to prevent the schemes of
the Republic's enemies.

The constitution of the Popular Front was made public
on the 15th January, 1936, in a manifesto signed by the
Republican Left Party, the Republican Union, the
Socialists, the Syndicalists, the Communists and the
Youth Movements of the Socialists and the U.G.T.

The pact between these indicated a programme of
moderate ambitions which were quite constitutional, and
outside all forms of demogogy. It made cordiality and co-
operation possible, but it came too late. The Right Wing